More Blessed Than We Think 

Eph 1:3-6 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing  in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ,  according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. ESV

Josh 24:13 I gave you a land on which you had not labored and cities that you had not built, and you dwell in them. You eat the fruit of vineyards and olive orchards that you did not plant.' ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

It is very telling that David was the first person in the Bible to utter the phrase “Oh give thanks unto the Lord.”  Did you know that it is not until 1 Chronicles 16:8 that someone is recorded using the term of “thanks” and that it first came into the pages of scripture through David’s lips?  In fact, David’s life was characterized by his giving thanks and by the phrase “Oh give thanks unto the Lord.”  He used it many times in writing a song and in worship at the temple.  He uttered it under very many different circumstances and situations of life.  But he never got away from it – and even with his last breaths, David gave God thanks.  

All of this is very telling because David was the one who was dubbed later “a man after God’s own heart.”  And David was a man who received a great and exceeding promises and blessings from God through his life, even promises that in the resurrection, he will once again rule over Israel and forever be their king.  Promises that the King of Kings and Lord of Lords would come and spring from his lineage and establish his throne.  Those were promises that God kept even after David had died – through Jesus Christ.  Bethlehem’s most famous claim before the New Testament was in being the birthplace of David, but it would become even more famous when David’s offspring, Jesus Christ, the King of Glory would be born there to parents who were direct descendants of David’s sons.  David, both in his life, and after it and one day in the afterlife is an example of a man mightily blessed by God!  

There are some who would say, “well, of course, then David was a man who always gave thanks because he had experienced so much good things – if I were to have all of the good stuff happen to me that happened to David, then surely I would always be able to go around thanking God, too.”  Such thinking is faulty because it misses a key point:  David didn’t only start praising and thanking God after all of the blessings started rolling in, but rather at the beginning before he had seen the great handiwork of God David had already made it a habit to proclaim, “oh give thanks unto the Lord!”  Grasp the difference and make sure that you get the horse in front of the cart:  David didn’t necessarily become a man given to thanksgiving because of his blessings, but rather got his blessings because he was a man given to thanksgiving.  What I mean is that God blessed David because of his attitude of gratitude; David’s lifestyle of continually giving of thanks to God opened up the windows of heaven over his life and led to greater blessings by God.  

Think of another man who was mightily blessed of God, the prophet Daniel.  This is the Daniel who saw things about the future and about God’s plan that it would be hundred of years and the time of John before God revealed them to another.  This was a man who stood before kings and who boldly declared the word of the Lord and who was elevated by God in heathen kingdoms and who was vindicated and protected and blessed by God mightily.  But when the decree was signed by the king in an effort by Daniel’s enemies to get him killed, we read this, which tells us much about why it was that Daniel was so blessed:

Dan 6:10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where  he had windows in his upper chamber open  toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees  three times a day and prayed and  gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously. ESV

Did you catch that?  Daniel was in the habit of praying three times a day and three times a day taking time out to give God thanks!  The blessings didn’t come first and then the thanksgiving, but rather Daniel was blessed after he had regularly made it a habit to give God thanks. 

Now consider yet another man, this man of the New Testament a very greatly blessed man of God indeed, the Apostle Paul.  Every preacher has their own signature phrase that is something that they say all of the time.  Mine is “there is a God and I’m not it – repeat as often as necessary”  Or “God is on the throne.”  David’s signature phrase that he was known for using over and over again, as we mentioned, was “Oh give thanks to the Lord.”  The Apostle Paul’s signature phrase, one that he used over and over again and once you have somebody point it out it becomes funnily obvious was that he would say, “But thanks be to God.”  Listen to some fragments of some scriptures of Paul’s writing:

Rom 6:17a But  thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient ESV

Rom 7:25a Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! ESV

1 Cor 15:57 But thanks be to God,  who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. ESV

2 Cor 2:14a  But  thanks be to God, who in Christ always  leads us in triumphal procession, ESV

2 Cor 8:16 But thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same earnest care I have for you. ESV

2 Cor 9:15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! ESV  

Thanks be to God!  Paul also has the distinction of using the term “thanks” more times in the Bible than anyone not named David.  And this was the man who wrote almost two-thirds of the New Testament and who literally turned his world upside down for Christ on the strength of many great and wonderful blessings and revelations from God.  But realize the point – like all of the other men of the Bible who were greatly blessed – Paul did not give continual thanks only because he was blessed, but rather he was blessed because he gave continual thanks!  

My point in all of this is that I celebrate Thanksgiving as a holiday and we take special time out to do a harvest feast and a special service here for the occasion, but the very concept of our modern Thanksgiving is flawed.  Because the idea is for people to come and give thanks to God for what He has done in the past and implied in that idea is that if God hasn’t done anything notable for you, that you really don’t have a reason to be thankful.  And such thinking is what leads to people leading less than fully blessed lives.  Like someone to whom you give a present and yet you know that they really didn’t get too thrilled about it and didn’t seem too thankful about, so is God to some of us.  Because when you give someone a gift and a blessing and they do not seem to thankful, there is something within you that leads to your not wanting to bless them further or ever buy them a special gift again.  But if someone is truly grateful and appreciative, of even a little thing given, then there is something within you that wants to go further next time and give something greater because they appreciated it!  So it is with God with us!  He over-blesses some and withholds some blessings from others and it has everything to do with the people’s attitudes of receiving those blessings.  Simply put, “the Lord loveth a cheerful giver” but He also is attracted to those who thankfully receive.  That is why Paul wrote the church in Thessalonica:

1 Thess 5:18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. ESV

“Give thanks in all circumstances”  In other words, don’t just give thanks when everything is perfect and God seems to have just poured out tremendous blessings upon you lately, but in every situation and all circumstances, give thanks.  If it seems that all you have to be thankful for are some “small things” then give thanks for that with the same gusto that you did when you perceived that God had done something “big.”  Because your attitude of thanksgiving is what determines whether or not you will be blessed in the future.  

It was also the Apostle Paul in writing at the beginning of Romans who was discussing how humanity as a whole got into the mess and idolatry and false doctrines and low, low sins that we see the world in currently.  And we know how the chapter ends with homosexuality and lying and all manners of sin running rampant.  But never forget that the whole downward spiral of humanity started – Paul said – with this:

Rom 1:21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they  became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. ESV

They knew God and yet did not honor Him or “give thanks to Him.”  And the result of this was that they became “futile in their thinking”  “Futile in their thinking” – that is to say that they began to think that God could not do what God said that He could do.  They began to believe that God couldn’t do for them what He had done for others.  Why?  Because when they ceased to be thankful, God ceased to pour out abundant blessing and when the abundant blessings of God ceased, they began to believe the lie that God could not longer bless at all!  And as a result they began to trust in their own ways and their foolish hearts were darkened and the door for all evil and depravity was opened.  It all started when they stopped giving thanks to God!  

How about you?  I want you to be blessed of God, both in this life and the life to come, but what is your prevailing attitude?  I’m not talking about on this day where you sort of knew that the theme would be thanksgiving and that you were supposed to at least put on the mask of seeming thankful.  I’m speaking of your everyday life and the most commonly held demeanor that you carry as you live your life.  If someone was to shadow you and hear every word you say, what phrase would stand out to be your signature phrase?  What would be the phrase that you most commonly uttered that people would identify as sounding like you?  Would it be something like “But thanks be to God” or “Oh give thanks unto the Lord?”  Or would it be “I don’t have … and everybody else has … and why does this have to … and it’s not fair that … gloom and ungratefulness and bahhhh?”  

Could it be that we have just identified why the Lord blesses some of you more than others?  Could it be that we have just nailed the reason of why some of you aren’t seeing in God what you desire to see and what you think others are receiving?  Because the attitude of thankfulness is the first step to being greatly blessed of God even more!  And the attitude of knowing God and yet not being thankful to God, is the first step to a long downward spiral of futile thinking.  Because God will not bless you because of your unthankful attitude, then you start thinking that God cannot bless you and you start thinking in a futile way!  You start thinking that God favors others over you and He does, but realize it is not because of unfairness or because He is unjust, but rather they have tapped into something that you have missed – the attitude of being thankful in every circumstance no matter how humble or how small is the attitude that opens the door for more blessing and an attitude that God can and will bless more.  

Instead of whining and griping about your car or your house or your job circumstances because they are not fully what you want, why don’t you genuinely thank God that you have such things in the first place and be thankful in your humble circumstances so that God can bless you with better things in those areas?  To complain and grumble will just shut up the windows of heaven, but to get an attitude of thanksgiving in all things, will open the windows of heaven up!  In the words of David, “oh, give thanks unto the Lord for He is good and His mercy endures forever!”  In the words of Paul, everything might not be perfect or pleasant, “but thanks be to God” who has given us so much favor!  Instead of whining about what you don’t have, why don’t you be thankful for what you do have, because really if you take of the glasses of grumbling, you’re more blessed than you think!

_______________________________________________________________________

I have lingered long on this first thought so let me hasten into the meat of the matter:  I want you to be blessed of God, but to be blessed of God, you must first have an attitude of thanksgiving continually pervading your life.  I am preaching to essentially two classes of people here today:  those of you who do not think that you are very blessed and those of you who do feel as if you are very blessed.  My message to both of you, is the same:  “you are more blessed than you think!  

Let me give you four reasons of why some people aren’t as thankful as they should be.  Hopefully when I’m done you’ll have a reason to not only give God thanks for a day, but to truly change your attitude about life in general to one of thanksgiving because I believe if the lens of scripture and the Spirit of God could touch our eyes to see things as they really are, we are much more blessed than we think!  

Do you know why we sometimes don’t think we are blessed greatly?  One thing is:

We are often so material minded, that we tend to forget or downplay the spiritual.

I don’t recommend you getting tattoos, but if you were to get one, it would be good to have the following statement tattooed across your forearm where you saw it everyday and maybe, just maybe, the propaganda of this world would be overridden by the truth that you read each morning on your own skin.  This is what you need to be reminded of:  “things do not equal happiness.”  It so grates against our nerves and so goes against our programmed core beliefs that I think I’ll say it again, no matter what you think and no matter what you inwardly believe and no matter what you’ve heard or what you think you see in other people’s lives, the truth is that “things do not equal happiness.”  

How in the world could Paul’s pervading theme of life be that of “But thanks be to God?”  How in the world could he say “rejoice in the Lord always and again I say rejoice” and write it from a prison cell and mean it?  How in the world could Paul be so happy and so contented that he could say truthfully, “I have learned to be content in whatsoever state I find myself in.”  How could a man who would die a martyr, and without a wife, an estate, a house, a camel, or a donkey and who at the end only had for his worldly possessions a few books and a winter coat, yet be so content and happy?  It was because Paul had a true view of the value of spiritual blessings and knew that no matter his economic situation, he was very, very overloaded with blessings and things that mattered!  

We are coming upon the holiday season so it is time to think of the coming of Jesus Christ.  He was born to poor parents and lived His life in abject poverty.  He never owned a house, would never have an earthly wife, would never achieve fortune in any form and would die having only one outer coat and the books that lived within the lives of His disciples.  And yet view the Gospel’s portrayal of Jesus as He conducted His business of life.  Has there ever been anyone happier than He?  Did anyone love life and enjoy life as much as He?  Has anyone ever experienced the blessings of God upon their life greater than that enjoyed by the man, Christ Jesus?  How could that be?  Because Jesus esteemed the value of heavenly things much greater than the temporal things of life.  True happiness is not derived from things.  

Think of Moses in the Old Testament.  The man who spoke to God face to face and the greatest leader of Israel to whom was given the power to perform great and tremendous miracles and feats.  And a man who lived under the sovereign and blessed hand of God.  Never forget that by being raised in Pharaoh’s house, Moses had physical and earthly and material pleasures and riches available to him, but we are told:

Heb 11:24-26 By faith Moses, when he was grown up,  refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25  choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy  the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26  He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to  the reward. ESV    

That is, Moses was looking to the reward that really counted, the reward of eternity!  God help us to look properly at life in the same manner Moses did!  You want to talk profit?  In the words of Jesus, what does it profit a man if he were to gain the whole world and yet lose his soul?  On the other hand, what great blessing and gain has been wrought and what profit it is if a man have very little as far as earthly and material things and yet receive the crown of life one day!  

Can you really put a price of worth by this world’s terms on the gift of the Holy Spirit?  On the revelation of truth and the ability to receive that revelation?  Of forgiveness of sins and the power of the blood and name of Jesus washing your sins away?  To be able to speak to the Wonderful Counselor who is also the Mighty God and the Prince of Peace?  Can you really put a price of value on such things?  All the money in the world cannot buy them and therefore they cannot be measured or even compare with things of this world!  God help us to realize the great value of the spiritual things that we have – we are more blessed than we think!

_______________________________________________________________________

There is another reason why we fall into the trap of not thinking that we are as blessed as we think and that is:

We often confuse needs with wants.

The promise of God is not that all will be rich and increased with goods, because the sobering reality is that there are very few people who can handle such volumes of blessings and still be saved.  Jesus said that it was harder for a camel to pass through an eye of a needle than the rich to be saved and there is no such thing as a gate called “the eye of the needle” – He meant a literal needle and a literal camel.  That does not mean that it is the will of God for all of His people to be poor, either.  But I just bring all of this up to remind you that the promise of God is that:

Phil 4:19 And my God  will supply every need of yours  according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. ESV

And let us not forget the context of that verse, it was written to people who had just given financially to support Paul’s ministry and thus to supply God’s needs, we must never forget that this promise is only to those who support God’s work.  

The point is that God will supply every need.  Of the people who are here who regularly financially support God’s Word through being faithful with tithing, offerings, giving to missions, etcetera, how many of us are there who really have any needs that are lacking?  Is there really anybody here who has supported God’s kingdom that had to get up early to go beg for some money to buy bread today before you came here?  Is there anybody here that literally slept out under a bridge last night because you had no roof over your head and no shelter within which to sleep?  Is there anybody here who got up this morning who had no clothes to wear and who did not have their pick of outfits?  (Well, for you there is Blessed Threads!)  Everyone of us have “wants” but do any of us really have any needs that God has not provided?  

There is a principle of scripture that is a companion of this that many Christians miss and leads to an attitude of ungratefulness and that somehow they are “not truly blessed.”  And that is the principle of God supplying daily need.  The promise is that He will give you this day your daily bread, not that He will build you a Ms. Baird’s factory in your backyard, or give you enough bread today to last you for the coming five years.  The promise is that “my cup runneth over.”  In other words, I have more than enough to supply my daily need right now.  But it is “my cup” not my twenty-five cups and eighteen gallon jugs and five refrigerators!  We look around and know that for us to have what we need next month, God is going to have to help us and work something out and we get so stressed that we don’t today have what we need two months from now that we forget that today, God provided everything that we needed and then some.  And the day before that God had done the same thing and the day before that and the day before that!  And yet because we don’t have a barn stockpiled with all that we need for the next fifteen months, we get the attitude that we are not blessed! 

Hogwash!  The God who has been faithful before will continue to be faithful again and will supply your need each day so that your cup runneth over!  It doesn’t matter the looming need – God will supply every need according to His riches in glory!  And the truth is we are blessed that God chooses to do it this way because the rich fool who had barns and barns full of provisions died lost without God because he trusted in himself and his stuff rather than the Creator of all!  It is a blessing that God deals in daily bread, because it causes us to seek after Him continually, to admit our need for Him, to trust in Him, and to live by faith!  We are more blessed than we think! 

_______________________________________________________________________

There is yet a third reason why sometimes we do not feel that we are blessed and that is:

We often take for granted blessings because we did not build or sacrifice for them.

Our text in Joshua was the man of God reminding the children of Israel of the great promises of God that had been given them by inheriting the Promised Land.  This is right before Joshua’s famous charge of “choose you this day whom ye will serve” and his famous declaration of “as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  Joshua began all of that with first speaking for God:

Josh 24:13 I gave you a land on which you had not labored  and cities that you had not built, and you dwell in them. You eat the fruit of vineyards and olive orchards that you did not plant.' ESV

They left Egypt with very little.  They had all of the jewels and gold and silver but those were for the building of the Tabernacle and so each family had left Egypt with little or no personal savings and very few blessings.  The very fact that they could travel as they did, lets you know that they were not holding on to much.  And yet, here in the Promised Land, each family was now living in houses that they did not build but had inherited from the previous inhabitants and eating grapes from vineyards that they themselves did not have to toil an build and plant and tend.  They were eating olives and pressing olive oil from trees that someone else planted and guarded and nurtured.  They had cities that they did not have to build and walls of protection that they did not have to slave over.  God gave it all for them to inherit and oh, they were so blessed!  And Joshua wanted them to be reminded of that fact, because by very nature, we tend to take so for granted what it is that we did not have to sacrifice and labor to bring about.

As every man in Israel could sit in the shade of and eat the fruit of his own tree and vineyard, so do everyone of us today sit reaping the blessings of vineyards that we did not plant and blessings that we did not have to work for.  Most of you walked into the house of the Lord the first time with nothing to give and nothing to offer except broken dreams and misguided visions.  And yet God has given you much that you could not even on your own ever produced or planted!

We sit today in a church that we didn’t have to build or sacrifice to buy.  You are listening to the preaching and teaching of revelations that you did not have to study and pray and fast to be able to receive and experiencing the anointing on my life that you did not sacrifice and consecrate and pray and fast for me to receive – you enjoy the fruits of a ministry that you did not have to pay the price for.  

More importantly there is great grace here that you could not even approached to purchasing or buying for yourself!  There is mercy that abounds here and that is available that only Calvary could buy you!  There is forgiveness waiting here for you if you need it and the blood of Jesus to wash your sins away and it cost you absolutely nothing!  There is a church family that got up to come and worship and fellowship with you and who will encourage you and help you along!  There is the Word of God translated in a language that you can understand and it cost you very little compared with the fact that men gave their very live so that you could have it so!  

And there is the precious Holy Spirit that was waiting for you and that responded to your praise and that is active even as I now speak – what did you do to provide the Spirit’s moving and action?  What did you bring to buy the miracles that God even today wants to perform?  There are those of you who sit with healed marriages and jobs and careers that have blossomed only since you walked in the doors of an Apostolic church and let God have His way in your life.  Many of you are wearing much nicer clothes, driving nicer cars, and enjoy nicer food and nicer homes than you had ever experienced when I first laid eyes on you in this church and it is not me – I haven’t done it – God has given you houses that you could not – on your own – have afforded and vineyards that you didn’t plant!  There are many of you who first came to church on this Sunday before Thanksgiving a few years back and you could not afford to bring food and just enjoyed the meal, but now you not only have enough for your family, you were able to contribute something to the feast!  Oh, how could we sit here and truthfully say that we are not blessed!  Oh give thanks unto the Lord – we are much more blessed than we think!

______________________________________________________________________

Remember you attitude of thankfulness will determine the blessings that God can bring about in your life!  We’ve got to have a change in attitude!  We’ve got to awaken and realize that we are more blessed than we first thought!  I close this message with one final way that some people fall into the trap of thinking that they are not blessed:

We often take for granted great blessings simply because we’ve had them a while.

Such is human nature.  Even the great blessings that the Israelites experienced in receiving the Promised Land, were forgotten as the years went on and they grew accustomed to having them.  And with their loss of an attitude of gratitude, so did they lose their zeal for faithfully serving God and God had to let raiders and invaders come in and take some of the stuff away for them to appreciate it.  The tendency that we all face is that after we have something for a while we feel entitled to it and as if it is something that we deserved all along.  We all have a nature of only feeling blessed if God has done something great lately and given us something new recently.  But what a false notion that is!  

The wake-up call comes when God allows certain things that we had taken for granted to be taken away!  Suddenly a great revelation hits that we had it pretty blessed after all!  Think of how true that is:

· Nobody thinks of being thankful for hot water in which to shower until the hot water heater goes out.

· Nobody is thankful of the fact that the electricity flows when you turned the switch on the wall until the hurricane hits, or it gets turned off.  

· Nobody thanks God for a vehicle that runs and cranks when you turned the key and got you to church until your vehicle ceases to do all of those things.

· Nobody thanks God for a church that is alive and on fire and loving until they go to a church that is not those things.  

· Nobody seems to truly appreciate their friends until they have none!  

· Nobody appreciates and welcomes an opportunity to repent, until there is no longer one extended!

Ditto with health and money and love!  Let us not be that way:  let us look around and instead of having the very foolish attitude that we are not very blessed, let us grasp all that we have that we have been taken for granted simply because the blessings of God have been faithful and in place for so long!  Thank God that you’ve been able to lay down your head at night for many years now, knowing that everything is right between you and God, but don’t ever forget that there was a time when you could not do so!  Thank God that you can lay down at night and focus on wants because there is nothing really that you need and that you can not worry knowing that God is in control of your future, but never forget that there was a time when you could not rightfully say or know that!  Look around and imagine your life without some of the things that have become fixtures and I think you’ll realize that you’ve been taking much for granted.  

Things are not perfect “but thanks be to God” who sustains us and blesses us mightily.  “Oh, give thanks to the Lord” for He truly has been good to us!  Let us have an attitude of gratitude so that God can continue in this year and the next to do what He desires and bless us greatly!  And, truly, we are more blessed than we think!     

